EDITORIAL                           No. 48       SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER   2003
I made a couple of mistakes in the details of the new Local Representatives in the last magazine. If you’ve put them in your ‘address book’, you’ll need to amend the entries for Messrs Dennis & Betsworth.  You’ll also find some new advertisers in this issue – others have left us - and as we approach our 50th edition, there are still ten advertisers that have remained loyal to us since we started taking ads with no.2. Can I also make a plea for new contributors with articles for the magazine on a ‘regular’ basis? Willand Rovers? Devon Advanced Motorcyclists? Guides & Brownies? Art Group? Table Tennis Club? Petanque Club? British Legion?  Culm District Flower Club? Composting Group? Individuals?  And anyone else I’ve missed out! 

“Passengers are reminded that the big red slidey things on the side of the train are called doors. Now, let’s try it again, shall we?   Please stand clear of the doors.” 

An announcement made by an exasperated driver to passengers on a London Underground train.

A PARISH PLAN FOR WILLAND.
It was really a recruiting evening, at which we were asked to discuss Willand as we know it today, suggest improvements over the next five, ten and fifteen years and appoint a Steering Committee, who will prepare a Parish Plan. It was well attended, well chaired and people spoke their minds.

Tanya Millard, of the Community Council of Devon, told us that if we feel restricted in our plans by having Halberton Parish against our borders to the east and north, we should work with that Parish and tell them what we want.

Doubtless we shall hear more about this in future editions of this magazine. This was our first public meeting since the Golden Jubilee celebration service.  We were glad to be there.                                               Tom Penny
The trouble with doing something right at the first attempt

 is that nobody appreciates how difficult it was.

YOUTH COUNCILLOR
Willand Parish Council is seeking a person up to the age of 16 to make representations on behalf of the young people of Willand at occasional evening meetings held at the Village Hall.  Willand Parish Council are very keen to get the youth perspective - please can you help?  You will have an opportunity to get your point across and help to provide ideas so that the Council can better serve the youth in Willand.

Anyone interested in finding out more should contact: 

Nina Ashley, Parish Clerk, Mole Cottage, 4 The Weeches, Washfield, Tiverton, Devon. EX16 9RA. Tel: 01884 258297. Thank You. Nina Ashley
When you try to prove to someone that a machine won’t work, it will.

CUTTING CRIME – A letter to the Ed.
Dear Brian,   As part of the Mid Devon Community Safety partnership commitment to reducing crime and the fear of crime, the Rural Crime Initiative was introduced in the year 2000. An element of that initiative was to install Police Information Points (PIP Boards) in towns and villages across Mid Devon, displaying Police and crime prevention advice.  There are over 70 boards installed, there is at least one in every Parish and yours is located at the Verbeer Manor/Diggerland.

Following a recent review of the display boards there have been some changes made, these are as follows:

1. ‘The boards were found to be ‘too Police oriented’.  They have now been changed to reflect the local community needs and are called ‘Community Safety Information Points’ (CSIP’s!).

2. ‘There was too much Police and Crime Prevention material in the leaflet dispensers’. The dispensers will now contain information and advice not only from the Police but also from other Partner Agencies, i.e., Devon Fire and Rescue Service, Education, District and Local Authorities, etc.

3. ‘People were not keen to put ‘notes’ into the metal box which was clearly identified as a ‘police box’ and ‘The metal boxes were rarely emptied’. The metal boxes are now being removed and an extra leaflet dispenser installed. This dispenser will contain ‘freepost’ leaflets inviting comment on ‘Community Feedback and Local Issues’. These can be posted in any postbox and are addressed to the Mid Devon Partnership Office. 

As the Partnership and Crime Reduction Sergeant for Mid Devon, I would be extremely grateful if you would promote the use of these CSIP boards via your Parish Magazine.            Yours sincerely,                PS 3070 D.Harvey.

(Eds. note – is it me?  Only one Information Point in Willand and it’s located within the Verbeer?  ‘Too police oriented?’ For the Rural Crime Initiative to reduce crime and the fear of crime?? And I thought we had notice boards around the village for the other service’s information. I’m obviously missing the point somewhere.) 
The difference between a pat on the back and 

a kick in the pants is barely eighteen inches.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

The Coffee Morning and Willand History Exhibition is confirmed for the morning of Saturday October 4th, at the Village Hall, beginning at 10.00am.  There will be an exhibition of Willand history, some of which was on display at last summer’s Jubilee Exhibition but also with a number of new additions. One exciting discovery has been the 1966 televised version of ‘My Father’s First Car’, from the Westcountry TV archives. This programme reconstructs the adventures of Dr. Henry Tracey of The Gables, in his 8 horse-power Peugeot, which in 1908 was the first and only car in Willand. We hope to be able to show a video of this programme at the Coffee Morning.

If you have any photo’s, letters, newspaper cuttings or other documents with a connection to Willand’s distant or more recent past, then you are more than welcome to bring them along. If you would like them recorded in the Willand Archive, we will have the facilities to scan, copy and return the originals that morning. Group members will be at hand to record any memories that you may have of bygone Willand. Of course, everyone is invited to simply come along and enjoy the refreshments, exchange reminiscences and maybe learn something about Willand’s past.

If anyone is interested in running their own ‘table top’ sale at the Coffee Morning or would like to contribute to the Exhibition in any way, please contact me on 01884 251202.                                               James Morrison
Your friend is the person who knows all about you 

and still likes you.

THE HISTORY OF YOUR FAMILY, HOUSE AND VILLAGE.
Interested?? If you are, then the Research Library at the Tiverton Museum of Mid Devon Life may be able to help you! Since 1983, the Museum has been a Service Point of the Devon Record Office.  This can save you the need to travel to Exeter to use the Devon Record Office [DRO] or the West Country Studies Library [WCSL].

We hold research information for parishes, towns and villages located in an area whose boundary is defined by a line drawn westwards from the Somerset border at Morebath & Clayhanger to Witheridge and thence southward via Washford Pyne & Stockleigh Pomeroy to Rewe and thence eastward via Payhembury & Sheldon to Clayhidon and finally northward along the Somerset border to return to Morebath. 

In the case of material held in the DRO or WCSL, Microfiche  & MicroFilm copies are available. Registers recording Baptisms, Marriages & Burials for Parish Churches: Baptism Registers for Methodist Chapels & Quaker Meeting Houses; Marriage Notice Books for the Tiverton Registration District for marriages in Non-Conformist Chapels and in the Tiverton Registry Office and Tithe Maps & Apportionments. We also hold copies of the Census Returns for 1851, 1861, 1881 & 1891 for parishes in the area defined above. 

In addition the Research Library has built up its own collection of material covering our service area including bound copies of the “Tiverton Gazette 1858-1939’ and the “Devon & Somerset News 1893-1983” as well as other newspapers produced within the “Tiverton Gazette Series” covering Crediton, South Molton, Bridgwater & Taunton/West Somerset.  Also we have a wide selection of Parish Magazines and books on the history of the towns & villages in our service area, a large photographic collection and an ever increasing one of ephemera. A specialist collection is held relating to  John Heathcoat & Company and Lace Making in Tiverton. With regard to Family History we hold published family histories for Mid Devon families together with files on many local names as a result of 15 years of dealing with enquiries from around the world and the UK.  If you have not done research then we have books on how to research your family or local history and reference books to assist in locating material which will help you. 

The Library is open on Monday afternoons from 2.00 – 4.30 pm, Wednesdays 10.30 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. and use of its facilities is included in the admission charge to the Museum - Adults: £3.50, Concession: £2.50. Members of the Museum Trust have free admission to the Museum and the Research Library.

We have a Film Reader, 4 ‘Fiche Readers and four tables for use by researchers. To be certain one of these is available for your use it is advisable to reserve a reader/ table at least a week before your intended visit.  This can be done by contacting me on 01884-820517 or the Museum on 01884-256295. I can also be contacted if you wish to seek advice as to how the Library can be of use to you in your research.

I and my fellow volunteers look forward to seeing you there in due course.     

                                      Alan Voce. Family & Local History Co-ordinator

If you don’t like something, change it. If you can’t change it, change your attitude.  Don’t just complain.

LADIES CAMEO GROUP
Our July meeting was chaired by Betty Pemberthy. She reported that the afternoon outing on June 19th to Spilliford Nature Park had been enjoyed by all, though the dull weather resulted in the absence of butterflies such as Dr Haig had photographed and shown us on an earlier occasion. Sixteen members had enjoyed a meal at The Globe afterwards. Also, that ten of the CAMEO Singles Group had enjoyed a holiday together at Bodelwyddan Castle in North Wales, though one member had started the week on crutches as a result of a fall in her own garden and another had fallen and broken a collar-bone on the last morning of the holiday. Never-the-less, a good time was had by all and they are already thinking about their next group holiday.

Our speaker was Mrs Brown and her subject was Sign Language. She instructs children and school-teachers so that those youngsters with hearing problems who are able to attend mainstream schools may be more easily integrated. Shirley Hebdon expressed the thanks of the group, Doreen Carter’s was voted Flower of the Month and Gloria Hammett had the winning Draw Ticket.

As planned, the August 7th meeting was a Walk through Tiverton with Town Guide Mrs Anne Davis, followed by a meal at Mallards. We had resolved that if it rained we would wear our waterproofs and keep to our plan but in the event, short sleeves and sandals was the uniform of the group! On September 4th, CAMEO returns to meet again in the Village Hall at 7.15pm, when Mrs Wedlake will speak on ‘The History of Hats’.

Preparations for our big Fund-Raising effort for the Friends of Tiverton Hospital are going well. The Craft Stall will be well stocked and promises of home-made cakes for the stall and scones and jam for the cream teas have rolled in. We are expecting to have a really good draw – see elsewhere for further details – so do make a note of the date and help us to contribute to a super outcome.                                                                       Mary Williams.

ST. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH – A letter from the Vicar.
Here’s an item for the Village Magazine. I hope I’ve managed to deal sensitively with a contentious subject, but I think that events in the news require a response from me.  

Most people know that disagreements in the Church of England and the worldwide Anglican Communion have hit the headlines. Significant groups are demanding the same recognition for same-sex sexual relationships that the churches have always given to heterosexual marriage. Anyone who disagrees with the bodies promoting lesbian and gay lifestyles can expect to be vilified and accused of malice. Abuse flies about - much of it directed against evangelical Christians who take the Bible seriously. 
The media focused on individuals who have been put forward to become bishops. It’s better to deal with the issues rather than personalities.  You have a right to know what your local vicar thinks. The issue won’t go away, and will probably divide the worldwide Anglican Church. The innovators think that price is worth paying to get their own way.
Let me try to say something, however inadequate in the space available.

· First of all, there is no personal malice when I disagree with the arguments of the Lesbian and Gay lobby. Gay bashing is no part of a Christian response.

· I see ourselves and everyone else as made by God, fallen and sinful, helpless to earn our forgiveness or to overcome sin within. We also believe we are so precious to God that he reckons we are worth the death of Christ for our salvation.

· The Bible and Biology both indicate that sex is meant to be heterosexual. Sex is meant by God for monogamous, heterosexual, lifelong marriage.

· Anyone who doubts the hazards of same-sex sex should read the Blood Transfusion Service regulations for donors. Men are told they must never give blood if they have ever had sex with a man, even ‘safe sex’. 

· The laws of the Old Testament forbidding same-sex sex, promised the Jews freedom from diseases which were common in the surrounding nations. These laws were for everyone’s health and wellbeing. (N.B. that there’s nothing new about this issue.)

· The New Testament traces human sin and disorder back to their root cause. (Read Romans Chapter 1) Paul describes his contemporaries in the Greek and Roman world where same-sex sex was common. Sin begins when people suppress what God reveals about himself in nature/creation. Spiritual and intellectual pride lies at the root. God ‘gives them over’ to the consequences of rejecting his truth. All human relationships go wrong, including those between the sexes. We don’t even get sex right. 

· There has been a parting of the ways within the church between evangelicals and liberals for many years. This is reaching breaking point. I feel rather like Jesus when he sat down on the Mount of Olives and wept as he looked at the temple in Jerusalem. He foresaw its downfall because the religious leaders disagreed with him so strongly they crucified him – ‘Your house is left to you desolate’ he said. A decadent church can suffer the same fate. 

· I’m among those looking to the leaders of the church in the third world. Though dismissed patronisingly by some ‘liberals’, the bishops and archbishops of South America, Caribbean, Africa, Australia and the Far East are offering the kind of leadership I can respect. 

· ‘Do not conform any longer to the pattern of the world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.’ (Romans 12 v 2). This is how the Gospel directs us when we are under pressure to fit the faith to what society wants. We all struggle to achieve this transformation. It’s no excuse for any of us to say ‘This is the way God made me’ when we want to do what God’s word forbids. 

· The Gospel promises enough forgiveness and help from God for us all – but nowhere do we get a green light to say right is wrong or wrong is right.                                                             Keith Horsfall
LOST ORCHARD ART & CRAFT EXHIBITION

This year’s exhibition is being held later than usual in September at St. Mary’s Church Hall in Rectory Place. In addition to some of the favourite professional artists from previous years, there are some new crafts on show this year. Sugar Craft and Egg Craft will be shown by Margaret Dennis, Woodcraft by Robert Parker, Silver & Gold Jewellery by Sue Common and Straw Glass by Margaret Johnson, with Pottery by Pauline Zelinski. All in all, there will be a range of professional quality items to suit all tastes and available at a range of affordable prices.

Visitors to the show can enjoy light refreshments provided by ladies from St. Mary’s Church while they look around, all included in the entrance fee of £1.00. It is planned to raise £1000 this year for the Church Fabric Fund. Why not come along and do some early Christmas shopping. Opening hours will be 10.00am to 5.00pm daily from Thursday 25th September until Saturday 27th September.                               Contact Jo Haldane tel. 35561
DR. SALLY DAVIS IS RETIRING IN SEPTEMBER
The Friends of Bramblehaies Surgery invite all patients to say farewell to Dr. Davis on Thursday 4th September, 7.30pm – 9.00pm at Bramblehaies Surgery.   If you would like to contribute to a farewell gift from the patients, you may do so at the Reception Desk and this would be appreciated by 29th August.              Thank you in anticipation,                                Joan Martin 

And there’s more. I recently had a meeting with the Chief Executive and the Director of Development on the Mid Devon Primary Care Trust – the body responsible for overseeing GP practices. From the discussions, it was agreed that a review of the existing services at Willand was a priority. A Public Meeting will be held in Willand in early autumn to discuss the issues the community wish to see addressed. From that meeting, it is envisaged that a formula on which to structure the long term medical facilities for the village and local area can be agreed.  If you’ve any thoughts, give me a ring.                                                  

                                                                                                    Eddie Dennis
MORE ON HEALTH

If you are on the College Road Doctors’ list be sure to place your tick against Gables Road Pharmacy on all your repeat slips.  This makes it much easier for both us and the surgery. Also, we receive two deliveries of medicines and other stock every day, so if you need something we do not display, please ask.

We are all recommended to drink at least 2 litres (4 pints) of water per day.  If you find this difficult, we are stocking some attractive organic drinks and flavours to help us along.  We look forward to seeing you.         Joan Penny
Silence is one of the hardest arguments to refute.

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH

Have you had a good summer? Perhaps you’ve travelled and seen new places at home or abroad? In the last magazine, you heard about our minister, Alan Taylor, going to Tennessee and an American minister, Jim Dougherty, visiting us. Well, now they’re both back home again! It was good for us to share our time, our hospitality and our faith with each other and to learn of different ways of doing things – as well as finding out how much we have in common! Hopefully, we’ll all grow because of the experience.

One of our members, Gareth Davies, has also been travelling. He spent 3 weeks in Nigeria working with British University students there, sharing in Bible study, leading workshops and sharing his faith in new situations-another way of growing through experience. If you meet with either Alan or Gareth, ask them how they got on!

God can call us to work for him in any number of ways and often in very unexpected ways and places. But he also wants us to serve him where we are and where we are is a very beautiful part of Devon. Whether we work on the land, in the home or in a town, God wants us to remember that he is in the ordinary things of life as well as the extraordinary, the things we often take for granted.  At this time of the year, we try to thank God especially, for the good things he has given, and to think again how blessed we are in this part of the world. If you would like to join us in thanking God and praising him, come along to one of our Harvest Festivals on Sunday 28th September – at our all-age celebration at 10.30am or at our united service at 6.30pm, when Alan Taylor will lead worship. It might make you look again at the ordinary things in life and realize how extraordinary they really can be, as gifts from God, given in love.                                                 Marilyn Davies
Why Pray ? Because prayer puts the situation in
 God's hands.  Otherwise, it remains in ours !! .
FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL
COUNTRY FAIR: Don’t forget the date – Sunday 31st August, 10.00am to 6.00pm. Venue once again is at Bridwell Park, Uffculme, by kind permission of Lord & Lady Mountbatten. There will be something for everyone, crafts, plants, confectionery, books, produce, etc., in the way of stalls and many items around the field such as a Bouncy Castle, Pig Roast, Donkeys, Music, Dancing, etc.  The Friends will be running their usual stalls and would be grateful for volunteers to assist on same. Donations for the stalls of produce, toys, books, puzzles and good bric-a-brac, plus cakes for the refreshment tent, will be much appreciated.  If you can help, please contact Kathleen, our Chairman, on 01884 840359 and she will give you details.

BOOT SALES: Please note that our LAST boot sale will be held on Friday 12th September from 4pm. Usual terms - £3 per car and £4 for vans/car with trailer. Refreshments are available – and Thank You to all booters and buyers who have supported our sales this year.

AT HOME: This year, our ‘At Home’ evening will be on Friday 26th September, 7.30pm. This is the committee’s annual ‘freebie’ for you to come along and see what’s new or any improvements over the past year – but there will probably be a raffle!

HALLOWE’EN;  This will be held as usual on the evening before Hallowe’en, i.e. Thursday 30th October – 7.30pm – Tickets £6.   We are doing something different this time so it will be a change for regular ‘hallowe’eners’ and entertaining for new visitors.

NOVEMBER: An evening is going to be arranged in November but details are not quite finalised, so please be on the lookout for our posters in One Stop and Willand Post Office.

ADVANCE NOTICE: Much as I hate to remind you, we now have to think about Christmas and therefore our Coffee Morning, which will be held on Saturday 6th December from 10.30am!!!!!!
You may be interested to learn that the museum at the Mill has a new Exhibition Gallery for temporary exhibitions. During September 8th – 26th is that of Tiverton Photographic Society – B/W & Colour Prints and Slide Projections, October 1st – 15th is The Quilter’s Guild Exhibition – Contemporary and Traditional quilt designs, whilst on October 27th – November 21st ‘Come Fly with Me – The Medicine Way’ and ‘The Journey of the Little Snow Feather’,  two mixed–media exhibitions by local artist and photographer Lisa Jane Barber that document journeys in relation to the Pocahontas and New World story via exploration of the Native Indian culture. Contact the Mill for further information – 01884 840960.                                              

AND FINALLY: From Pat Yeo (Vice Chairman of the Mill Trustees)

1. Volunteers – These are being sought for our busy and vibrant Mill Shop, mainly on Saturday and Sundays – half or whole days. It’s possible to work as a pair with a friend. Training and volunteer privileges offered. Please contact Roger on 840960.

2. Model Railway – We may be needing stewards for the Culm Valley Model Railway at the Mill and if you are interested, please contact Ashley on 840960

3. Big Event Coming – Please make a note in your diary for Wednesday 8th October to say ‘goodbye’ to the New World Tapestry. To be held in St Mary’s Church, Uffculme; music with Lowman Consort, readings and a finger supper. For more details, ring the Mill on 840960.                       Margot Shergold
A retentive memory may be a good thing but the ability to forget is the true token of greatness.

WILLAND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

As is usually the case, the weather has dominated the results of plot-holders with periods of hot, dry weather alternating with periods of sometimes heavy rain. This has helped the performance of crops such as tomatoes and squashes but has provided poor crops of peas. In general, it is proving a good season.

Things should be better in future. On 10th July, a meeting of the Parish Council approved the expenditure from this year’s precept of up to £1000 to fund the installation of a water-trough supply on the allotment field. This is a distinct enhancement of the facility on Silver Street and the news has been happily received by all those interested in the future of the allotments. Some of the details concerning the on-going running costs are still under discussion.

A cloud on the horizon has been the two recent occasions when there have been overnight thefts of substantial quantities of runner beans from the field. Local police are investigating the matter. If anyone notices suspicious behaviour on the field, please contact the police direct or call 38503 or 35561.                                                                                                Horticus.
Business is like a wheelbarrow – you have to push it to make it go.

FACTS FROM THE 1500’S

The next time you are washing your hands and complain because the water temperature isn’t just how you like it, think about how things used to be. Here are a few facts about life in the 1500’s.

Most people got married in June, because they took their annual bath in May and still smelled pretty good by the following month. However, if they were starting to smell, brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body odour – hence the tradition today. Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the house had the privilege of the nice clean water first, then came all the sons and men, then the women and finally the children – last of all being the babies.  By then, the water was so dirty you could almost lose someone in it, hence the saying ‘Don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater’.

Houses had thatched roofs, piled high with thick straw, with no wood underneath. It was the only place for animals to get warm, so all the dogs and cats and other small animals (mice, bugs, etc.) lived in the roof. When it rained, it became slippery and sometimes the animals would slip off the roof, hence the saying ‘raining cats and dogs’.  There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. This posed a real problem in the bedroom, where bugs and other droppings could really mess up a nice clean bed. So, a bed with posts and a sheet hung over the top afforded some protection. That’s how canopy beds came into existence.

The floor was just dirt or earth. Only the wealthy had something else to cover the floor, hence the saying ‘dirt poor’. They had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh straw on the floor to help keep their footing. As the winter wore on, they kept adding more and more thresh until when the door was opened, it would start slipping outside. A piece of wood was placed in the entranceway, hence ‘thresh-hold’.  In those days they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day, they lit the fire and added things to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start again the next day. Sometimes the stew had food in it that had been there for quite a while, which prompted the rhyme ‘peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot, nine days old’.

Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special. When visitors came, they would hang up their bacon to show off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could ‘bring home the bacon’. They would cut off a little to share with guests and would all sit around and ‘chew the fat’.  Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with a high acid content caused some of the lead to leach into the food, causing lead poisoning and death.  This happened most often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were considered poisonous.

Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the middle and guests got the top, or ‘upper crust’. Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination would sometimes knock them out for a couple of days. Someone walking along the road would take them for dead and prepare them for burial. They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the family would gather round, eat and drink and wait and see if they would wake up. Hence the custom of holding a ‘wake’.

When people started running out of places to bury the dead, they would dig up coffins and take the bones to a bone house and re-use the grave. When opening these coffins, a number were found to have scratch marks on the inside, which showed they had been burying people alive. So they thought they would tie a string on the wrist of the corpse, lead it up through the coffin lid, the ground above and tie it to a bell. Someone would have to sit in the graveyard all night (the ‘graveyard shift’) to listen for the bell; thus someone could be ‘saved by the bell’ or was considered a ‘dead ringer’.

Now, whoever said that History was boring!!    Provided by Keith Horsfall
Any change, even a change for the better, is always accompanied by drawbacks and discomforts.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

The very hot weather at the beginning of the month had many gardeners thinking that they would have nothing to exhibit at our Annual Show on 9th August. However, with many of our regular exhibitors turning up trumps and several new exhibitors joining us for the first time, our entries were only down by 24 on last year. Well done to all who entered. We were disappointed that there were not any children’s’ entries this year. In 2002, we had a number of very colourful exhibits, which did a lot to brighten up the Hall and encouraged more visitors. 

The conditions for setting up and running the show were very difficult this year because of the heat, and I would like to thank all those who sweated and toiled to get out all the tables from under the stage– Richard Allan, Peggy & Norman Darby, Brian Carlson, James & Rebecca Darby and Charlotte Cooke. Their hard work meant that there was little setting up to do on the Friday afternoon, when the heat was at its peak. 

Visitor numbers to the Show were down on last year, but the heat was enough to keep all but the most hardy at home or at the beach!  However, I am sure that all who came enjoyed the exhibits on show. We are hoping that many of the visitors will be inspired to take part themselves next year. Willand Flower Show is very much an amateur show, for people who enjoy gardening – you do not need to be an expert to produce flowers or vegetables capable of winning a prize. There are also classes for cookery, wine, art, photography, needlework, flower arranging and crafts.

Winners of the trophies this year are as follows:

Open Classes – Mr W E Pyle (runner up L Alexander), Cup for Vegetables – Mr W E Pyle, Magnus Cup for Flowers (Open) – L Alexander, Cup for most points by a club member in local classes – Mrs P Spearing (runner up Mrs C Allan),  Bussell Cup for most points by a member in Vegetable classes –Mrs M Kirk, Parish Cup for member with most points for Flowers – Mrs P Spearing, Carter Cup for Flower Arranging - Mrs M Chapman and Mr T Nichols, Robert Salter Cup for member not winning a cup before – Mr B Carlson (runner up Mrs K Davis), Frank Baker Rose Bowl for lady member with most points in Produce and Craft sections – Mrs P Darby (runner-up Mrs M Chapman), Margaret Milverton Cup for most points in Produce Classes – Mrs P Darby, Sealy Cup for best sweet peas – Mrs P Spearing, Bourne Shield for best gladioli – L Alexander, Diploma in Horticulture (Veg) – Mr W E Pyle for his pair of cucumbers, Diploma in Horticulture (Flowers) – Mrs N Bray for her double fuchsia, Floral Art Certificate – Mr T Nichols for his “Golden Glow” arrangement, Milverton Cup for best wine – Mr W E Pyle, Foster Cup for best Fuchsia – Mrs N Bray, Garden News Top Tray – Gold - Mr W E Pyle, Garden News Top Vase – Gold – Mrs M Chapman, Silver – Mrs C Allan, Bronze – Miss J Wood.

For further details of the Club and its activities, please contact Carol Allan on 33828.

What breaks in a moment may take years to mend.

SIMO MARKOS – 1903 to 2003, resident of Uffculme
Simo Markos was born in Serbia, in Padjene, near Belgrade, the capital of what became Yugoslavia after the 1914-18 war. He fought during World War II for the Chetniks, who were royalists opposed to both the Germans and the Communists. He served under General Mihaijlovic, fighting mainly against Marshal Tito, the leader of the Communist forces. Mihailjovic was tried for treason by Tito and executed in 1946.

After the war, when Tito, supported by the British, took over the country, Simo was forced to flee, initially to Italy, where he quickly learned enough Italian to make living easier. Even after Tito’s death, he was unable to return to his homeland. He told me that memories were too long and that his life would be very short if he went back.

He had a lovely sense of humour, in his very broken English. He told me one day, that when he first came to England in the late 1940’s, as a displaced person, he stayed at a camp in Pinhoe. “When I first comin’ in England, I livin’ in a camp for displaced parsons” “Displaced parsons?” I said. “No, no! Persons! Displaced persons”.  He worked at the factory, now called Coldharbour Mill, where he learned every process, eventually becoming a foreman.  He bought a house, where he lived until shortly before his death. He was a daily sight in the village, spending a good deal of his retirement walking from Uffculme to Coldharbour, then the length of Gaddon and back via Magelake. He continued this daily stroll until heart trouble made him shorten it – to Coldharbour and back.

Simo – the local old boys would call him Seymour – could often be seen sitting in the Shambles, waiting for someone to come for a chat. He became one of the local landmarks – known by everybody. I was in the Baptist Chapel on the day it was announced he had died, and there was a heartfelt “Oh, no” from everyone present. His body was taken back to Padjene, where he is buried in the family grave. His daughter Janja and his grandson Nikola (Simo was always sad that he had never met him) were at the burial.

I am happy to have been asked to speak at his memorial service. I shall miss him, as will most of the people of Uffculme. 

                                May God keep his soul in peace.        George Wheatley

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Thank you everyone for your patience and understanding while the Hall has been decorated and the floor sanded and resealed. The ceiling had not been painted for well over 15 years, and was badly in need of repair and renovation. It really is looking good now. Hopefully all the work will be finished by the end of August and the start of the new term, when most of our regular bookings resume. 

Work to the main hall, including decoration, audio equipment, stage lighting, sanding the floor and buying new chairs will cost the Hall around £14,000. We have received one anonymous donation towards the chairs, for which the Committee is very grateful. These outgoings have drastically reduced our bank balance, so it will be some time before our next major projects – toilets and kitchen refurbishment - can be started. Our fundraising continues with Mrs Willis’s monthly whist drives (next one 29th August), and we will have a coffee morning on Saturday, 27th September, to which you are all invited.

Willand Village Hall is a registered charity, not supported by any council funding. It has to raise all money for its upkeep through fundraising, donations, hire charges and grants. Please help to support it when you can as it is an asset of which Willand can be very proud.                       Carol Allan

My neighbour asked if he could borrow my lawnmower 

and I told him of course he could, as long as he didn’t 

take it out of my garden.  Eric Morcambe.
MID DEVON DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S CORNER

As part of Central Government proposals to bring about a ‘Decent Home Standard’ for its tenants, MDDC, along with other authorities, has been seeking advice on the way forward for Council House Stock Transfer.   Two separate studies have been carried out, one on behalf of the Council, the other working with the tenants. Both reports have been the subject of in-depth discussions by the Housing Option Group, a special working group made up of Councillors and Tenant representatives.  There are four main options:

1. Remain as we are.

2. Set up an A.L.M.O. (Arms Length Management Organisation.

This option means the Council remain as landlords but sets up a separate company to attract money with which to achieve the Standard. Money from Government is limited and MDDC would have to compete with other authorities to benefit. They would also have to have enough money to finance the running of the housing service, which may not be available.

3. Private Financial Initiative. 

Under this option, MDDC remain as landlord and bring in more money from the private sector. This is a partnership between tenants, the council and a private sector contractor. There have been concerns as to whether such a scheme could generate enough additional investment. 

4. Transfer  the   Housing Stock  to a Housing Association, who would   

       become the landlords.  Here,  the  tenants  would  receive  a  formal    

       offer  of  future services and take part in a ballot. This option would  

       only be taken if a majority of tenants voted in favour.

According to both study groups, Option 4 may provide the greatest certainty for achieving the Decent Homes Standard and improving the Housing Service. At its last meeting, the Housing Option Group were of the opinion that Option 4 was the way forward and would also seek clarification as to whether MDDC could set up its own Housing Association, to be managed equally by elected members, tenant representatives and local professional people.

All council house tenants have been sent a ‘flyer’, setting out the options and a return slip to gauge best how to present the package to a wider audience. IT IS NOT A BALLOT PAPER.  I must stress that whilst this article only appears to address the tenants of the 126 council houses in Willand, the outcome could have a significant impact on the future funding of the local authority.

On another matter, everyone will have received a leaflet from the Highways Agency, outlining the resurfacing of the stretch of the M5 through Willand. You’ll have noticed that for a period of four weeks, the southbound entry to it at Junction 27 will be closed. Whilst the diversion option has been identified, using the M5 north and return via Junction 26, the harsh reality is that this will not happen. In commercial terms it isn’t practical and traffic will use the B3181 through the village.

I have suggested to the Highways Agency that they review the proposal and keep the community fully informed. I am also concerned that traffic from North Devon, via the A361, would also use the ‘village’ route. The route north, including the north-bound slip road at J27 remains open, so there is no reason for northbound traffic to use the B3181 but the likelihood is that some will try it on. Any comments or views would be welcome – traffic on this road is already the subject of discussions.  
You may interested to learn that my other Lower Culm Ward colleagues and I will holding ‘surgeries’, on a six month trial basis, in Willand and Uffculme. The first was in Uffculme on August 7th and there’s another at the Village Hall in Willand on Tuesday 26th August at 7.15pm. We hope you will use this opportunity to discuss any problems you may have. My ‘phone  no. is 01884 34050 and in addition to the email address inside the front cover, you can also get me on edennis@middevon.gov.uk       Eddie Dennis
Some people are still willing to do an honest days work 

but they expect a weeks pay for it.

WILLAND OVER 60’S CLUB

This organisation has been running for over 50 years and still has a thriving membership of over 80 people.  We usually have four Coffee Mornings a year to boost our funds and a monthly draw amongst members.

The speakers are varied during the year and we usually plan a Harvest Festival for charity and have a special Tea at the Carol Service.  There are usually five trips during the Summer, when non-members are invited to join us if there is space on the coach. We also have a Christmas Shopping trip to Plymouth planned for this year, with a Dinner organised during the Festive Season.  We are now co-opting ‘youngsters’ of 55 + if you would like to join us.                                                                                          Jean French

I like work. It fascinates me. I can sit and look at it for hours.

INDUCTIVE DETECTOR LOOPS

Contrary to recent rumours, these are not a more visible replacement for the local Constabulary. You’ll have read in the ‘Public Notices’ section of the local paper - and had a little leaflet through your letterbox - about resurfacing work on the M5 between Junctions 27 & 28, due to start in September. At the same time (hopefully), these detector loops are to be laid just below the new surface.

A ‘loop’ is a coil of 3 turns of wire buried approximately 80mm below the surface of the carriageway, either during construction, or major maintenance. Loops are sometimes installed within slots cut into the surface, which are then refilled with a resin compound after the wire has been inserted.  You can easily see these latter installations whilst travelling on motorways or major roads. When connected to an electronic detector, a loop works like a static, inverted metal detector. As vehicles pass over it, their metal content changes a property of the loop known as inductance. This change is sensed by the detector and interpreted as a vehicle presence.

The most important function of loops on motorways is that of vehicle detectors for the Motorway Incident Detection and Automatic Signalling (MIDAS) System, which detects congestion and warns approaching traffic of the queue ahead. A Sub-System deploys detectors at 500 metre intervals in each lane along the respective section of the core network, to monitor the speed, flow rate and volume of traffic. By combining information from related MIDAS Outstations, the Sub-System requests the setting of Matrix Signals and sign messages to warn oncoming drivers.

Motorway traffic data collected by MIDAS is also used by our Real Time Traffic information service to display live traffic speeds on the network. This may be viewed on the Highways Agency’s website, www.highways.gov.uk, along with other information about the Agency’s work and services which may be of interest.  
Probably the most common appliance of detector loops is at signalised junctions on all-purpose roads. Three loops per approach are used to sense the traffic demand on the junction so the vehicle-actuated signal controller can adjust the phasing and timing of the signals accordingly. These can be seen, cut into the surface, at 39m, 25m and 12m before the stop line.
Whilst loops can give a measure of vehicle speed, they are not very accurate. Loops cannot detect the weight of a vehicle but there are things that can.  These are piezo-electric devices, which can ‘weigh in motion’.  These systems are very expensive and need Home Office approval if used to enforce the law.
I’m extremely grateful to Ian Northam, of the Highways Agency in Bristol, for sending me sheets of notes and diagrams, from which I have produced the above information.  Perhaps if I log-on  to the website, I might learn who is supposed to turn the matrix signs OFF.  A couple of other bits of information you might like to bear in mind – so don’t throw the leaflets away. If you need to complain about the graffiti in the subway leading to/from Lloyd Maunder, Parsons Brinckerhoff are the people to call.                   Also, if you find during Phase 2 of the work that heavy traffic is sneaking through Willand, rather than going up to Junction 26 because the southbound slip road is closed, use the ‘phone numbers provided. Remember that in the not-too-distant future, there is the possibility that the weight restriction along the B3181 to Cullompton will be removed permanently                                                                                                 Ed.
We live in an age when a pizza gets to your home 

before the police.

FUR COATS & HATS

I’m not getting involved in the political correctness of the subject but trying to pass on those items which are no longer required is extremely difficult. Charity shops and organisations reject such offers but there must be an outlet somewhere for people who need to keep warm during the winter months in other parts of the world. If you know of one, please give the Editor a ring, on 01884 34111.

There is nobody so irritating as somebody with less intelligence and more sense than we have.
AND FINALLY

You may remember reading in the May/June magazine an article about Gordon Verncombe, and his ‘retirement’ from the Parish Council. Never-the-less, he was persuaded to return, to add ‘a bit of experience’. Not one to do things in half measures, he took on the role of Planning Chairman and undertook those duties to the full. Possibly as a result, he had a health problem in early August and has now decided, definitely, to resign from the P.C.   I’m sure I speak for everyone who knows him and has reason to thank him for his help in the past, to say get well soon and get back to what you enjoy most – caring for Peg and the dog and the garden.                           Ed.     
WILLAND DIARY

August

Tuesday        26th  District Councillors Surgery,     Village Hall,         7.15pm

Friday           29th  Willand Village Hall Whist Drive,   W.V.H.          7.30pm

Sunday         31st   Country Fair, Bridwell Park, Uffculme,                10.00am

September

Monday         1st   Culm District Flower Club,       W.V.H.                  2.15pm

Tuesday        2nd     Willand Rovers Bingo,              W.V.H.                  7.30pm

Thursday       4th   Sally Davies Retires, Bramblehaies Surgery, Cullompton

Thursday       4th   Methodist Church Coffee Morning                        10.00am

Thursday       4th   Ladies CAMEO Group,           W.V.H.

Friday            5th   Mid Devon Jazz Club, Brian & Jeremy Huggett

                              The George Inn, Uffculme,                                     8.30pm

Tuesday        9th    British Legion Bingo,               W.V.H.                  7.30pm

Thursday      11th  Over 60’s Club Meeting,                    W.V.H.         2.15pm

Friday           12th  Car Boot Sale, Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme,          4.00pm

Saturday       13th   Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning,        W.V.H.     10.15am

Monday        15th  Over 60’s Club Mystery Trip

Tuesday       16th    Willand Rovers Bingo,                        W.V.H.        7.30pm
Saturday       20th  Willand Garden Club Coffee Morning,  W.V.H.   10.15am

Saturday       20th  Folk Dance Club - ‘Pigs Might Fly’  W.V.H.,        8.00pm

Thur/Fri/Sat  25/26/27 Lost Orchards Art/Craft Exhibition  W.V.H 10.00am

Friday           26th  ‘At Home’ evening, Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme, 7.30pm

Friday           26th  Semi-Partner Whist Drive,                 W.V.H.        7.30pm

Saturday       27th  Willand Village Hall Coffee Morning    W.V.H.   10.15am
October
Thursday      2nd   Methodist Church Coffee Morning                        10.00am

Saturday       4th   History Group Coffee Morning/ExhibitionW.V.H.10.00am

Monday        6th   Culm District Flower Club,                   W.V.H.       2.15pm

Tuesday        7th   Willand Rovers Bingo,                          W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Thursday      9th   Over 60’s Club Harvest Festival
Thursday     9th  CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE NOVEMBER MAG..

Monday       13th  Over 60’s Club Trip to Bath

Tuesday       14th  British Legion Bingo,                         W.V.H.,        7.30pm

Tuesday       21st  Willand Rovers Bingo,                       W.V.H.,         7.30pm

Friday          24th  Semi-Partner Whist Drive,                  W.V.H.,        7.30pm

Saturday      25th  Over 60’s Club Coffee Morning,        W.V.H.       10.15am

Thursday     30th  Hallowe’en Evening, Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme, 7.30pm
Glory is fleeting but obscurity is forever.

Willand community composting & recycling
I bet this will astound you - it did us. We have produced in excess of 20 tons of compost so far and it is all down to you. Your assistance and support has been invaluable as the product you bring to us, takes it away from landfill sites - perfect!

Do you want to get rid of your grass cuttings and prunings, plus purchase compost for £1 per 25kg bag? Come down to the Willand  Community  Composting Scheme site.   Our motto is: Visit - Deposit - Purchase - Use - Grow - Cut - Visit - Deposit. This is recycling!

Location of Willand compost site:

From the roundabout on the B3181, take the Uffculme road and then immediately right into Willand Moor Road. Then take first right into Foxglove Chase. At the end of Foxglove Chase is North Jaycroft. Turn immediately right and the site is on the left. We are open on SUNDAYS 10.00am to 12 Noon.

Volunteers: Please, can you help our small team, spare 2 hours per month for your community, have some fun and meet new friends.

We all hope to see you soon - happy gardening

Steve Betsworth & Tony Mander

RECYCLING CAMPAIGN A RESOUNDING SUCCESS

People in Devon have embraced the message of a six-month recycling promotion and analysis campaign that was launched last October. Recycling rates are up, and the growth rate of non-recycled material going to landfill is dramatically down for the first time in four years.

A co-ordinated advertising, marketing, PR and research campaign was undertaken across the county, with the objective of increasing awareness of existing means of recycling and analysing the shift in the content of waste throughout the campaign period.

The key results of the campaign include:

· A dramatic 31% increase in kerbside recycling compared with the year before. 

· A reduction in the growth of residual waste (non-recycled) sent to landfill from 3.3% last year to 0.88% this year. This is the first time in four years that there has been such a dramatic decrease in growth. 

· An average perception of awareness about recycling of 95%, showing that there has been a significant mind shift with regard to recycling across the county.  A full report of statistics can be seen on www.devon.gov.uk/media/waste_camapign_results.html  D.C.C.
One thing you can’t recycle is wasted time.
LIBRARY SERVICE ASKS FOR DEVON'S WAR MEMORIES

Devon County Council’s Library Service is appealing for people with memories of the Second World War to come forward with their stories.  It is part of a national initiative to produce a personal account of Britain during the war. 
People's War is a BBC website found at www.bbc.co.uk/ww2. 

It aims to create a resource for future generations, mixing family and military history, to make a living document for the children and grandchildren of survivors of World War Two. It is hoped that Devon people who remember the Blitz, evacuation or the armed services will help build a unique personal record of a nation at war. 

To take part in People's War , simply log on to www.bbc.co.uk/ww2 from home, or go along to your local library where you can get half an hour’s internet access free. Exeter Central Library is piloting this project and staff there have been trained to assist you if needed.  More information from Ian Maxted on 01392 384224 or e-mail: imaxted@devon.gov.uk        D.C.C.
